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NHABITANTS of AJ_Q&;;ARU‘ DEL county.” ©

; ;GENTLEMEN,

O U are requefted to meet at the city of Annapolis, on Monday the 16th infiant, to
.nominate deputies to attend, on bcgalf of this county, at the next provincial con-
“74: vention, and to chufe 2 committee of obfervation ; permit me to offer to your con
Mderation, the reafons, which induce me to folicit your attehdance on that day. The incon-
énience arifing from the feafon of the year, I am fatisfied, will not prevent you, if convin-
». that y7 = duty to your country requires your attendance. You have always diftinguithed
Tptfelve, - ' »caufe of liberty, and never been exceeded by any county, in zeal and public
1rit. o : : .
~_:Your liberty and happinefs, and that of your pofterity, depend on the event of the pre-
fent ftruggle with the Britith miniftry : they feem determined to make you flaves, you are
/redolved to be free: the American congrefs has pointed out the means” of preferving free-
dom : a fufpenfion of your trade;—and the neceffary preparations to enable you to repel
force by force, 'if that thould be employed to fubvert your rights and liberties : thefe are the
means recommended by the united opinion and advice of America. The freedom of mil-
lions, the political falvation of all Britith America, can only be fccured by executing with fi-
delity and refolution the advice of the congrefs,

A ftri& compliance with the affociation and refolves of our late provincial convention, d-
pends in great:meafure on a prudent and wife choice of your committee of obfervation: I
would recommead it to confift of a confiderable number of gentlemen of the beft underftand-
ing, fortune; and influence in the county, without any regard to profeflion, religion, or refi-
dence ; men able to fpeak your fenfe on any queftion, and to whofe refolutions you would with to

+ give that weight, which their utility, and the public good might require.
The appointment of deputies, to reprefent this county, atthe next convention, in April; which
will not be held, if American grievances thould in the mean time be redrefled, appears to me of
. the greateft confequence, and to demand your moft deliberate attention : If the Britith miniftry
-thould continue deaf to our complaints, and to the voice of reafon, of policy, and juftice, and
™\ wnd fhould determine to enforce, at all events, its arbitrary decrees, how dreadful would be
‘Sour fitnation, in the midft of all the horrors and calamities of civil war! We fcorn,
we reject with contempt, the bafe humiliating conditions of flavery—We are determined to
‘refift even unto death, to fave our country, or bravely perifh in her ruins. 1f American griev-
~aces fhou!” ~ot be redrefled (and I fear they will not) queftions of fuch a magnitude and
.. afficulty % - _aen arife, as to require the united wifdom, knowledge, and fortitude of this.
province.  Your virtue will then be put to a fevere trial—Confider then with attention,
the nature and importance of the truft, and to whom you delegate your power at this very
»critical and alarming crifts of your affairs.—You never were called on to exercife your great
conftitutional right of cle@ing your reprefentatives, at a time which required more judgment
Lpdin your choice. I would recommend but one TEST---an bonefl man with ability and refolu-
© tion.--- :

«« The Congrefs thought themfzlves bound in duty to obferve to the colonies,
that the fchemes agitated againft them had been fo condu@ed as to render it prudent, tbat
they fhouid extend their views to the mofi unbappy events, and be in all refpecls prepared for every
contingency.” The neceflary means of preparation were left to each province,” as beft
acquainted with their own peculiar circumftances.---Your deputics met in provincial
convention were of opinion, that a2 well regulated militia is the natural ftrength and only ftable
fecurity of a frec government, and unanimoufly recommended to the freemen of this province
to form themfelves into companies, chufe their officers, learn the military exercife, be’ pro-

' vided with arins and ammunttion, in readinefs to a&t on any emergency, and to raife money
for the purchafe of arms and ammunition : They entreated, they conjured every man by his
duty to God, his country,; and his pofterity, cordially to unite in defence of our common
sights and libertics. I want no argument to convince me of the immediate neceflity of putting

~,  this province in 2 pofture of detence. If any onc fhould obje to the meafure, I would an{wer,
~ THE CONGRESS ADVISED IT :---The depnties of all the counties of this province unanimoufly
i vecommended it : The firft with mcis fufficient, the latter conclufive: The dcputics: were
-, gentlemen of the Hirft fortul_‘.cs, ability, and knowledge, well acquainted with our circumﬁahccs,
-".and undoubredly {poke the fenfe of the whole province. The private opinions of fome few indi-
 Ciduals, B eroretpeable for integrity'of chara@er, foundnefs of judgement, and their at-
.- tachment tu the caule of Amefica, ought to have little weight in oppofition to the advice of
. [ thecontinental conyrefs, and the recommendation of your own provincial convention,
| ; _ I have not the leaft doubt that this county will inviolably obferve and execute the aflocia-
7 tion, and the refolves of the province : I queftion not but a very great majority of you wil]
~7 form yourfelves into a militia, and liberally contribute for the purchafe of arms and ammuni.-
~ tion. Every man is bound to ferve his country ; allare obliged, or none. Every man is bound
to contribute his vndeavours to'advaitce and fecure the gederal good. This county is called
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